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FIRST ENDeR NT on VF-121 AAR S rial ~ TV-2, ~o. 136834 
accldttnt occurring 22 Sept r 1959, PUbt 

Fronu ding Officer / 
To• Chi f of awl rations 
Vi • (1) a r Carrl r ~1r Group LVB 

(2) nd r 3val Air Porco, u.s. Pac1fle loet 
(3) Q\ief, Bur u of oronout"ics 
(4 ) Director, u.s. Naval viotion Safoty Cantor 

Subj a Vf•l2l A/Jl 6-~ 

1. Fozward , concurr ing w1 th a 11 the c 
ace1 nt board. 

ntt ond rae ndationt of 

• 

, 
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Fl SQUAMa! C:IIl ntEffi' OiiE 

U. S. l 'J..VAL Alrt STJ.TICX: 
'Mil 45, CIJ.IFOR! U 

VFl~ aJOO 
1.25 
Sort 1111 
DtC .3 19513 

F~t Col:'n:lndlng O!ficor , .~ht-.r S .ua ron Ou Hundrod Trtonty Cb 
To a Co::c:1ndor, Carrlor Ai!' 'GrOUJ'· T" • ..J.V£ 

Subj I \'F 12.1 IJ.R 6-50. \ 

Rofs (a) S~ond i:Morsc:~Cnt on Vf 121· MR (-~ cbt.od "7 October .1~ 
by Cat:r..ondor, Cu.rlor /,1:- up TUlllUE 

. 1. R fcro.'l<:o {a) d1 octad VF 121 o tnvoatig:~to tho po~s"b1!1ty of fuel 
~ .tnntlon ~o a cauao factor ln a jcct cciuont. ! 

2 . Tho .li:rcnft 1\ccidont no~ con .... gil {ur~r 1nvostigllt1cn end discl otod 
tho follou1ns inFo. tiona .. 

c . • Ins()9Ct1on o! fuel, fuel tnnl:s en: nny coc. o cmt ~ of tho fuol sy.ct011 
for f uel contn! 1Mt1on \1<lS not possiblo dye to scvor1ty of ll.':pcct druMgo. 

b . The: !u 1 'U"c(! by VF 121, 0\lt.:c.l cnt- IJFA jot ll!rcr:tft 11 JP.. end h 
ctortld at t.ho fu 1 f'"--m ct l:AS , rtli lsl. Tho fuol h t ruckoCI to tho r-
croft by ia~llg J.ircroft Corporat!on rofuolot • Mr. C~l Pooloy, fuol OI.I;)C.r­
vhor il.t iortrl lsl n:l end U~vol Air .. t>c .. , st .... s ~ t tho fu 1 h stored , 
:toatod o.~ tr\lckcd ln cecordill\cc uith t;Jo 1ttstnlct1ont contciqad in BuAcr 
1r-ocl1.'l1cnl Order 2-~7. Llr. Poo.loy lllso st tets ;~t for tho l nct y ar tho dllily, 
wookly llnd tlonthly toats po:rfon.."'\.'l b)• fu 1 por o:mol producod no cv1donco of 
fuel cbnt~tn~tion. 

c. !he fuel 1G Hltor<A • it !.s dclivcrOC: to tbo r oru lora e.nd ;~gc1n Qfj 

lt 1~ ~~ into tho ~i:rc~ft. 

d. Th pecfli .ht in~ ction of tho lV-2 ircr ft :r C'Uircs ell fuel dr"ins 
to b<:l blod to dctc.rmlno ov1c.onco of l~ ... r r other contctU.neuon. TI1h \1 s 
c1 no on subject 1:-cr ... t on ::1~ rwrn1n of the <~cc1d :tt. Tho roswtc \'lt!ro 
nOt::~ti vo . 

o. 0'-~or ac::u:xtr .nt:rcr;;ft, \tliel'l ucro fu~lod b-, tho &:11110 oquipmont dl1ch 
fuoloe aUbjoet ~trert!t, Qtpcrionc~~ no ong1nc abn ronlit1oa clthor boforo, 
during or after tho l!:-to of tho accident. 

f. Intor.rog~tlon of tho kllbon Field Sord c ~cp:oaontativo (t:r. Fr«! 
Euler) Nvtltlod th~t w:lt r o t&u:lir\ntion in fu 1 rca~lta 1 fluetu.: .. :!. of 
engine Rff.l end cngin(t ru:::bling oond/ poss1blo fl o .. of tho ongmo. J.tr. 

lor do tho st tOCIC:nt wt he docs n;;rt .oc .. ll fuol eont 1~t1on causing an 
tncrooso i!l ong1no aa; nor Ct)Ul~ he. concoiv of :3t r ,.orolgn ttcr 1n 
J~ CllUS h i om:lno Rll1. 

g. l n tho tv-2 tho nc ~oup fUel h tr:ms~ th tcp of tho !wol• * u~, nnd n:;t dlr~ly to the em lnc. LTJG - st ad thbt ho 'fi<lM• 
fa:rl"'d fuol into an ~1 st full ruaclng Ulnk only~ &hart p:rl'Od before tho 

lfunct1on occu.rrcd. It pj)OCra ~liltoly that thit odur.., contributed to t:bo 
mdfunct! 

IHCLCI.,_ {l) 
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lC. p1 ne Captn 1 :- 'e e t tc:Jont 

W!!I'!ttss ST TE~,.'S , 

2B, SAR Pilot' J ate to nt 

3J..,. DlR on 1\Jol Gontrol 

3B, Power Pll':1t t Loadil'l8 CPO st.a t.c::mt 

3C . Hnint<ma.'lco Officor=., tcltooont 

~~ P:"lOtot;r ph:. (11 tbrolJih E) 

S. tc ~icnl r port (orcinaJ. only) 

6. rclogical ropart 
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Fer a I'OY.imat 1~· an~ hour .d fifteen cinutes the !11 t proceeded aecordins 
to olan d ther w e no lfunction notar! regarding the operation of the 

4 r,.ra£- • 

Th pjlot had :1us r v n the eh1~cnt t• o unu:~ual attitUde dtu tiona (h-en 
1ch he recovered ~uoees fu,}.v) vhen tho p~Jot heard a loud rumble froa ·tho 
gil\o. , At this t the ;pi,ot not d tho aHp1po t perature cauga oaainsi 
et~ at 1000° • and ~ a· indic ting approximately lOS~. The' pilot 

t rdod the throt"'le aruf tho ~ at bil:bod at 66% until the G.Xhnuot r tu ... 
d.\n 1'1 wer v~ 1-Jin •he rra n ra."lre (2750 - 7JSO c) . The pooition o! the aircr-Jt 

t t'his time w a m-.:r.dr. •ely )0 les w ot ot ihS )'drmuar t 20,000 t eot . 
e M orth leland, ~AS r • r £'" snd ~ Ar.S Brown Field ro cow red by en 

:vnrcaet, h pilot el.ttc•t4f to proQC d to N/.AS E1 Centro, aQ<ro1t 5 mil s to 
:.h ut. · 

Approxin "t l.y vl vcn r:ut fl tJ! r the pilot :re ivad the fi~ t 1ncU eat1on 
of in mlt\mc ion e oc ond o:."td third h1Sh- t ratu , h.1£h PM, loud· bl 
~ ro expcrionc d mu1 the curine w e ut down by the pilot . 

pUotD re ree("Ued birt) mlnut. " e! r he 
1 Centro. 

s 

etion by h lie r 

0 



Tho o.ircr su ta:1nod en te ory I t.rik ctar.aao ., a r oaul t or 
• 

On tho first ii.."'JX!.Ct v.tth the cround the loft wing tip and tMk taro y 
stn!-tinG f~ vhich cvontucl.lr co tho eytirc o.ircrntt . Ti o next impo.et 
was approx:l,r..ntaly 150 .root, 24CP f'r«1 1n1t.W if~J~&Ct \:hen tho circrctt apparently 
o~cd , 'With bit or t..~ ino~ont pnnals , etlgi e.cocssorios , main l.D.nd!.n!I 
gear bits nd piocos strew aver n cJ.rclo of 25b feet in d tor. Th. vrocl:ng 
bolmc nnother 1.50 f et boforo tho re::n~ of t.nil and ongiJle roce 
their r.:rnw.. r sting placo. Bitn ~ld pieces o! tho nos ecction, /tJf.O..,:)!l , ~ 
tUol fillor caps, cun nce~ss doers, te., vero fouro approximntely 500 :foot t'l-o:n 
the point of iuitinl impact . 

Tho ngino, althoUGh r lntivelv inta~t, had tho cceosory 1 cUon mooing 
cav>lctclv. .'...ppraXimtoly tho ew'bustion cherl't:liln were crushod or M ing. 

turbim nozr..lc a. did not cppc oxtonsivoly dm::aged o:nd thoro wcro no 
o1oo in tho ccsi:ng to in:!icnto posoibl. turbino blc.de .1' lluro . 

Impcet spcod in oxccns or 200 knots is oat ted . Tho engle of' ~ct 
was npnr~tely ten d oo nose dm.-n lJi.t.b tho left wing lav. 
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PAR'l' VII: 

• . 

o;b& folla.ticg inter. 1 n \.'na 11 tol-...inod durin& tbo 1m st1 tion: 

1. LTJG - war; on ec ul d , out.h:n-isod VF-121 llm' 11! 11 ins t 
trai:n1ne n1. ht '\lith h!s ntu:l nt1 LT -

2. ..T.TG - wa d D1~7na•.OO !-lt.val. A":'istor on 4 A~l 1955 MIS baa a total 
of 1578 t t hour • l:1s t • ~ n E 1t tim 1n the TV- '2 ,S3 hour1 , Vins 
n 'n TV-2 hours :l tm l ~t thro :oonths. LTJG - hae bed no prOViou. 
circr~t QCe1~ont • · 

., • LT - MD flow a totcl of 1790 flight hour:~ . This Vl.le hie third 

-

1 ht • or 1r.st.ruct1 • ir. tho ''F- 121 DE'! "·•ft jot instl'U:!Clnt D"llabull , Lt 
. bns f1 totr.l or 26o ~et hounl. 

4. L"'JG - ues in tr..o fr~nt eoc,kpit e.e t.ho instructor. LT ­
oecupiod tho l oar euet " tl.3 ctudcnt . Ttlo t.drera.ft, TV-2 , lhNo 1.368.34, d pclr~ 
Nh5 • orth Iol :'lt! et e.ppr ~:.1M. tel·· OQ52 T on 22 So;;t.ou r 1953. Tbe flleht 11!1 ' 
£lUthor1zod b1 tho d!Ul • S<JU&dron n!ght SchoduJ.o to bo Conductod in tho local 
oporet.1:oc 111"0 for n d1!.rnt.!on or 110 oura. 

:S~ The Port le!e.hd -..· t'lCr vno_..l200 !'~t ovcreaat,. Tiaibil:ity s n lldlu, 
tcl:rlpG"-~urc 8 vo .ty C' ~OD, dcv poir.t 59 dccroee , \!ind South Southweat at ~ix knote . 

6 , Tho Pilot, - t.ook or! \lith .Floc.t Operational. Clearaneo lr arth 
I lend , rhich po~ t hi• to climb thrc: ch tho avcr~t to an • on top• 
conCition,, ~ ieh vu do1.o. U r roporUns to tho I \S Hortb I J..am Towr t.btlt be 
,,.as on top of tho ov ret>st tbo pilot tJl.'itcbad to 'tho eq~on•a te.et1cal frequency 
4n:! r porlcd ta:lrooN' ti: to tho equ.cd:on duty ctr1c r . 



I" • • 

lO. The pllot vno em . onsto.rly bo dill t. thio tw end hie T/.CAN :lndi tad 
hie ~1 tion t.o 'b.J 0 Clil zr 1or or 1 • conttnucd 1.bo 0 to y 
hllcding , old hie .Utittul , o.nd con'b::ctcld oo cq dron du~ ofti r on ~ctJ.C4l. 
troquoncy. ~pilot inf'orr.OO t.ho ucdron dutv oN'icor or his cUt:riculty rule! 
tr.et ho ..rn. ocjcding to lS El Centro. rho &n Dioco nr covo.rcd by a.n 

_ovorcast t tico . Tho t.o)IB ~.t t,, ovar st ro approxim ly 4,0001 • 

11. At aptl1"~ 1• lll8 r, ::.Di n.. po ition appi'oximtoly 40 ciloa oaet. of 
NAS l!ir ... 1 loud M! bl. w n1n • r4 ! the ongino s eticn Ct.CCOtrpnniod 

10~ RP.~ ~ 1000° C toll pipe tci:"n:-atl!ro indications. Tho pUot rqducod 
ttl..o to idlo ~ li.o. c uSL"d tho 3bnor-....d ongi.oo ind1cat.1on:» to c so cntsr.il.y .. 

:over, thi "ted n:y 11 very fc"J a ... conue torero tbo ooginc rncod onco ill 
03~ n."ld 1000° C te.:il pip3 ~~tu;o . Tho pilot nt thie t11no pullod tho 

Jbro tlo to off nn:! Ocmod out tllc ungino • 

:2. ~ pilot S".rlitcbod to fr.mrd froouoncT, trnns::littcd a HA!DAY, e.lld pltt.cod tho 
IFF on rg e • r ~ Y.irc.z Rcdnr A!r Traffic Contrt"l Center intc.rc ptod the 
cmcrgc;ncy {lnl! stnbli -d comourJ!cn ~or-8 vi't.h tho di:~t.rc sed c.ircr.:lft (enclocuro 
2A) ~ tu.! " " ., 1r.r o:rr.OO by tho pll ot ot tl10 ~ C".lt nn1 t t tho pil.ots wro 
11go1ng rN r ~16.o ." Tho aircrcl't diaapponrod from tho RATCC roeopo on a arins 
of 074°, 4) mil G. 

l .. Tho t ... 'O pilot. iacnno d tho po:::Jib:l:i.it'J or ojoetion frcm tho airc:rt.ft 
bo c.n tbo firot :te~ion nt !.l.:10 1:\D'! tbo S3con:i sorios of rcl.tunctiarus t 
lllS. It vaa docid '1! cnothor such :ctl..l..func.tion occurrod they 'W'OUl4 oject. A 
brief rcn"ifn: or th tJ: c icrl p:-oooduros <Mlr :tho 1ntor- ca:!l ~ t two pilots 
W':l c to4 d:!ll"in,g "' poriod. £ 

ofet.AII"t. JaAS Kl CentrO 41.-pctc:blld • 
tbD pU* &rPI"ox:1Mtol.7 )Q aiJI;atM ........ 



19. l'vo ~ of tho Atrcra1"t Accident ~ procoodod to N.US El 
Withic two hours rU' tho cc ont end 1ntor\1o~ tho ~pilot-D. 
th tor t • procc dod to tho cr sh scono by bolicoptor. 

c photo~phn in onclosurc (4) am tho Part VI, Damngo to Atrcra.tt, 
to t•lO unsllvnblc corld1tion of tho c.ircrn.rt. 

~1 . nvooticr.t on of tho nircroft rowudod hl)><1et ~ ru>d intcnso burn1ne 
of th arc • Littlo 1,rJ' r> t o: Could bo obt.Unod. 

22. •"' "'oekog .,. x:.~~ :.unutol • ond the """""""' C4ro1'ul!y •1ftod far 
eluo to t oce10 • t . Tho aoeoo·a-v • btion d tho ODgino hod sut.f<rod SUCh 

oo : ro hl ct d" • tl t U ttl could bo •·lv >god. A portion of tho fuol contrOl 
ro ov<lrO(i end V<.s rotur"' d to 0 & R, liAS N rth Islruxl . Tho re3U}t of tho 

"Ill do o. "'""'ll o ch to tho """" of t.• eei •Ont, duo to sovoro Jmjloct ~ f th !'uol control . 

o v.w no signific-m4. p. ttcrn to t looT ~ otter th!:.n covoro ioptlot fo.llmrod b"7 ' r urn!n ~. 

~. An ,. •• on o~ t • .ih •>d nrofli.:J>t fo,., shOUod tllot tho rurer.rt 
rocoiv d ~ prop r dail, U'ld PNfli rt l.nsp_ctio: rior to n1g1 t . 

, . 0- t. r.jor .i.nspc ct!on rom l:odiC.l.tod tho .alrcrntt and 
:\ .a.ior in pcct1o:1 on 14 JuJ.v 1958. 

_ 26. An DXn:ilintion of the nircrert lOG indie.otod tno 'lrcr.rt hnd boon in • 
non "8illc IO<>di.fic,tion ot tuo (G-5) for o period of 4~ doyo foUowihll the jor inspectio.: • · 

:1:1. Ah oxt.o •iv IP'OUnd ooreh locotod tho conopy ond ro..,. - •· The front 
cat couu n t l-" f • rt.o =ow nn1 roar scot wro <!=>god so oxtonalv l7 

tlmt a." <meretl :11 e "'<k of tbo uqul""'nt WOo not -olblo, :l'ho 1'<lnr •ant 
•~tic lnn bolt J'frcd - tho nu tie -•clrutu actu.t1t6 ~n'ble """ 

nttnelx>d to tl ct bolt. An lnopoctioo of tho PIU'nchuto """' by tho •tudont 
J"CVonlod th t t tt t t.ic tnr i.ttl"ic l or o llad vorltod . 

\'ious vy Ap-crc.tt Flight Rl!cordD (ycllov ohoo ) 

10 So t 958 f<U" Wll~y .hnrd bro:1thina 
This ~lll l"Op:l ronovru. ot J"OBtr.iction 1n 

• 

9 
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(d) 17 Sopt 1958. Pilot ,romrk d ~ 1n!'o:nat1on noto: "Un.urual p1 tilf 
vibr tion in o ~st fo1J clnut.Cls o! !lll)ht. Engine instrw:onts Ok. 
Chock far tu:bino bl'ld &." A cho~ w 1.0 of the turbino section end engine 
mounts . Turned up and ch cl:od ok on grounl'i . 



. 
• 

In malyzin this accident no ~~~ f tore v re uncovered that could 
have occurred prior te th tir:c th pilot exporicncod hi&h RPM/high tur 

-udioat.1cne1 with one axccptiona th pilot that flov the aircrart two fiid'lte 
before tbe fl:i t in quest1 on noted pule tine rtbro.tton 1n the eDginG tow ant 
tho end ot hio flight . No abc-omal. iNtrument readings &.ee~anied thie 
v.lb~ tim. Tho aircrnrt reco1\'Cd c.n inspection ot the t.urb'i.na area b7 tcnanoe 
pcraonncl' 1n QJ\ a tccpt to loca.to th aourco ot the fibratiQQ. 'l'h aecttons 
were to in noma.1 fiorl:in condition with no diSC1'0pMc1 a noted. Th t'Uel 
con rol unit vu not j tod or ah d at thit t1•. 'l'h aircratt then 
flow MOther .tli t 'ld th no d.isc.repano1tm noted. 

Th ace14cnt board iD ot tho optman thnt it 1a qui J*Jdblo tho 
v1br tion Cl;)C1"1 nc d by t.h pilot tvo ru ta bolorci th ocid t COUld 
rcla c1 to the c ua or toM ccidont, 4lt.hou tlle Con'olat1cm tv n "the two incidc:nte u unknown. 



2'\lJ>t.W'Od roi tho 
W!Il.POl:onturo 1nd1 tion nnd t 

1not1on tbl 1n::U t1 1 of hi T'PT llnd h1 h APJf WO\llc1 ·t.a~:~arcry co b·ol ~ b t.~rotuo 1 unua 1 :ln this , b 

ponaib.1lit·· i I:IOJ.1\al)ct1on ot tho •tartina t\aol control. Th1 
cnw o tJ Pilot oboorvQd no bnCil'l!nl u o or 1Uol vbich WOUld 

e rt.n.tr.l.y vo on pr c nt in th.1 no en co . ln lll.l pro bil.i ty, tho o .tho WQ.lld 
nQt ha ro ~d 0\ t wh n t.h3 pilot pbccd tho Un>ottlo in· t position 11' thQ t.vttn 1Uol control h.,'l4 f:lnl1\:nct.1on0d • . 

Sil)Co t. pilot d~ not ll any 1\u:l s or expo 1Cl in 
COckpit prJc:- to ojcct•on, 1.t ie M8UJ:Cd tl re \Ina no tiro 1n fl.i t . 7'!WI 
1c further su tnntic.tod \then tho pilot fc.Uod to a o fu l or ar:o1co croutd t nircr4ft nftor bo ojoctcd . 



.e . 

Tho ecid 
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Tho o qso or this accident ill undetorm.incd duo. to tho snority o£ 1mpcu:t. dtu:lo.ec. 

'Woll-rohoarsod CI:lCrg r.cy proccduteo ~ soun:l airmanahip wro roeponttible 
!or o no-inj 1 vall >:ocutccl', controlled ejection by tho pllots. 

It is rccCI:rlOneod thnt t 

(1) Pilots ~ rostart oooo tho decision is r.:ndo to eocure tho engine 
du to o. mn:L~etion. 

(2) All jet aircraft eocJcpits be plaeardod vi th OnSr4ved airsto.rt 
proc uro chock lict.a. The ooriouonoa:J of an ooorgoncy eituntioD etten bee 1 

co dot1Zln1ing thtlt von t.'lc woll uali.fiod am cCDpotont pilot 1 ewtcoptiblo 
to confusion nrd \.t."lcortd:.t·· end the tir.:o dol.ny or roeoving "' oh ck liot rraa 
flight suit or knoo bo-rd is not cccoptnblo. 

• 



CONCl:PJmm •• ccmErn' D.'VOLVI.OO 1'V-2 

On Mondy, ~ Sep 19.58 at 0952 f!t1 •tudent and I ~ll TV-2 
!8\Jh.'O l36SJ4 (C~ Ccl:o n.es) on J~3 irustrunont hop. LT -- cy •tul3 nt, 
tladc tho I . T. O. inc! ~ n eli:lbed out on h adi:ng ot l.D(J · to 10001 and 
~ on a belld~ng or zJ.'f' M to on top. e broke out on top about .2800'. 1m 
t.be:l turned. to lSOO M m • cliJ:1bed to ~000'; at 5000' 1 he I!Wle the voice 

port to , t. t "" o ::.m instru::l nta wre nomal, hie oxygen waa non::al and 
blinking nnd to olnv Q'TO cccpacs . \le them turned to a hoo.di:tlg or 300° K 
and cl.1clled to 20,000, briefed. This placed ~ just aout.h ot Santa Catallna, 

:Xi onst of San Cl.el::en • e proeeodcd ac briefed on the J-J eyl.l.nbws. hnd 
~11-'oUlted air5pbed c s, ~ to (!Jt'o dings , timed turns, rate t;uTns, 
..-..-............. po.ml, ljnrikce t.tern, steep turna end two unusu.el attitudes. Botb 
~ ttitudes lfCro .. o hi{;h ett.i tudes . Uter tba ~co:Jd unusual attitud 
c.1 tip t.e.nlul nt cb'y. 1 :w fuel counter rcad!n& .322 .&~s . and I hag tmwd 
on ~ 'Y..1nl: group a t.ch. Lt :r.his ti. w ere on a b .adizl8 or 090 H tor 
Yoir~. The c!.•te.n · reacuring cqui nt ws re!f'.di"'C )0 td.les to Mirm:e.r. 1'bG 
t1r:c a apprdxi! tel lno. Hy intontions at thie tine WI"---M to givo 1!17 student 

ne more u (l.tt1 e vith Cl"obdtiC£1 to follov. :My stul! nt wa still 
wxler the ~. nno l 1!1 lcokl.nJ\ orOUI)(! the aron n I heud a loud I"W:lblo. Ve 
wro crui ir. et a .. 3~, 220 Kt'S 0 I J.oclood at the tall p.i ;perature and it 

geed t 1?00° Q ua. I t.lU.nk that I aav the RPM rendiftG 105%. I bollerod 
stud nt thtlt l it and tor him to cor.e out. :!r a::1 unr er hoed, t 

t :pull:U powr ek t<1 se&. The ,..,+:.,... ClU:le back to nomal 
and fho ot er 1Mt n \J reading tlfltn.U . 14' - ard I to.lkod it 
over a.nd I md 1f had het..rd tbe ntlble. f:i8 8A1d that had and s :Od 
what goiD.g to do~" I told hie e bseding tor EJ. Centro. I en 
1-otilw:l out end S V t ~ And t•ortb leland wore OVUrCD.St. l ewite d to 
::bC.nml 'i an ~tter (\lhicb is our tnetiw t,requency) ana a aked t or 
t.ht.l aafety oU'iccr or in e off!~i.rst coupl.o cif tr1 were 
unm~ccossful. en! ! final.lU t.alkod to LTJG~ I 1nf'~ b1a that I 11US 
on m ll1.ng group :1\tol end ~:run a :y T.Pl' ana Rfl.f and U1at l be~ tor ... 
El.IContr,o. .U:::Ont iwlod ~v, v.lt.ba.1t CUl' touohi~ nny nzi:no .eontroJ.a, ve bad 
another aev :r:wnbl , TP1 ancS l04S •• I then pUlle4 power to 1dl.e 

1 ~ r:y 1m nt.s t t.bo t.1ca . The TP1' boek , nonaaJ. a1'ld tbt RfM 
down, t n t. tcly nt back to 1~. 1'be;1'P.r am the 

bl 0:1 ~. l.ll tb ins ts norr:.J. iriS our al t.ir»ter was 
dine 19, 2001

• I t P4l.ed the t brott.l.o around tl» cxrnJ 8\dtcl*l to l'ia'4 
am tried to call El Centro. I also placed the DT ntr.T• I didA1t pt 
an Ar'JI'\IV 11. Co."rt.rol Minar nt:rcc Uked u· f.bty CO\Il.d be ot ~ ... s. .. 
tanoe. l t.old t.baic:l that :t rJ.aid out 11Y eQ(j. and that I wauld tr)' 
Hat&Tt, lleo t. I .a ~~ ~&"U1C)' m1 -.. located ~t OftJ' 'the 
top or 1.n war 1 t.. a. ~ • t. 'tl:.7..tWd Oftl' u. tcJp ot li!Mr--, ~ 
and I .aid tbat l eoncurrtc!. W. t*S bee JISdSJII U. Wole tJ.al c.tx! J beUew ~ 
ctzr dt.itu.Se ... ~ l4,oo01 ,. l t.bMl.)IOW t1» JUM 8D4 .. v tbat I lilllll t1117 
about. • ar 9J. 't ~.a lm•r\oC''• t.o..-.. powmo f• tbe •~&rW>• ... 
1 w t.1a1a, I t--' t11t :-v m a i\i41Ct ._. • ua told • u.t. -, w -. 
_....... 1 tol4 tMa tat. OCII.._.t ad tMt. I W8 1Dbi1 - tl7 
~--. I aolud lw Jal,at. • Ull lett. a&de f/1- NEIU

1 
... till 

p1Me .. - ., ,.,..le ... .. ... ttl 14.- --. 



e . 

then aelrod tili!cnt to road tho c!lock orr llat. Ho uid that tbQro wuntt 
cmo in the roc.r t.. 2y on:'y rcasc:1 for tryt~ to get a relight at this t.1.6e 

v ~ couldn' t cclc m. Centro io n &litto_. and t htl.t tho torrain 
th us nqt. !Cic!lire.'blo far ditchi.ne or eJoetdon. I hopln8 t() g t a 

'ltt.l.o oa:"G push to elO!l.r us or the ountuina am oo to tho dosort. I bad 
~t thet ! ~ try n ron~ .:fra:1 bJt With tho eon!'w!ian or no 
tsti\i'l G chock""'!ltt ts nn:! tho altitude, I d c1ded that at 10, 0001 wo vodld 
ojoet. I told the fi ent this and liC proparcd to eject. 

:co 'to ~\l su:ro t everything vas out of cur pockets am t.bnt 
·a \J rc ~!. I did thie and ~old h1l:l to chock the G!.fety nt rap on ' 

c.zx! to s curo it to h1tl pnrach\lto harnoas. Wo wro a t lll 
. wro npproa.Ching too Corrizo inpo.ct or • At 10 , 000' I 

bOut 1120. We pro~ ou:-eelwa tar ejoet1on. I thon 



... 

tU tho hic;h fPT, Jm.I nnd l"\Cbling, oll ins~ta r :rcadins norcal . 
ICJ"j)t)ft.ncy c t.hnt wl:on stud nt added lOll.' 'powr, v 

tac r road o. t 100. 5%. Thoro w:;a no Cllllbrc.tion COITC · o 110 on my 
tncha:!ctcr so l pull tho t.hrottJ.o baek to 1~ W1d ntnlly ncrt.<xS tho 
dit~cropo.ncy in O!'dor to place it on tho llow shoot t t termination of 
:flight • 

I know of no '" thie ~cid t could vo boon provtrntod ar mi.nim1 od • 



OF STUDE!Zf PILOT, l.T 
136834 occumu 22 S!St-•rJoJ-IIii~~ 

lNO CClD iT nNOLVlJUi 

1 \ll'l!3 nyl.n£: • of tho 'l'V-2, on· OC uled DYllabus 1n:J t. 
nir,ht, vi b LTJG th ins n: ntgl t 1 t l".!Ct.or . The firet 
nii~Uon ol t.rou o occurrcc1 Bftor ppr 4 ly ono boUT o! 1'11 :?ht . I 11 uridcr 

t.hc hood ld n l tolt e ruobl.o 1&1l.llr to t encount.crod when oxtenUng di 
t hS h pood. 1 oo• 1q n t u. n or t.l RFM follO\Jed by doer so to 9(1.1. 

:Y fir t. iop: eaion thet - for SOIIIO • ~on or other, d 1t CODf.r-Jl 
)f tho ircrcl't, bt;d lowered divo brola:Jo, and chnnged throttle . - t.hen told 

t nirc.ro:!'t A11rl 'to n out rr umor th hood . lio told roo thzl t tho 
ilpipo tenporaturo n~-Jluld peg !ed at loop0 • Thia I hnd not nottc in the f v 

oocond tho J'UI:Iblo exirlt.cd . · 

At. thio point , w ll fov nt~ to evaluate the slt~t1on. at 
n 20t000 ft altitude, at 86 Rft!, tne nnnblo Wll sono llnd nll 11 wr r ~ 
non::.!llly. With bot.h lU.S orth InlP.nd nnd NAS Mirnzr.nr under CU1 ovorcn t , NAAS El 
·entro was c...,oson no t..~ et field nvail bl.c ror liuld1~, eon id ring tho 
'iO:JS1b111ty orr oeeur 1 engir..e cal1'unct1on. El.Penbj'o~ in on the 

".. tcr:&tic Dirac ion Find • I had dif£1culty 1n hoaH ...... rcia1o t.rans.­
anJ,ons, hol.ocver , I h • hit eon teet llAS North Iel.and tovor, oxpl.a.in the 

dittieulty, ctd reqWJot c .ntnct \lith the \'F- 121 WJlt.G ani a~ ty oUi s . 
a1so ~ biG iottntion t.o proceed to El. Oontro ~ obtained poeiU 

:-ndar. am IFl' iclo.'"lt.1f1cat. ot our o.ircreft f'rccn tho rtdar con~l conter:J 1n tho 
San Di o Arcm. 

'e t.h dieeue tht. e1 tuat.ion on in - cClll. It a docided to tl.cwo out tho 
ng1no ahauld tho troubl :reoccur Md thn would ~ out ..rather t.tlan et t 

e forcoc1 ~ orr t ppr ch to El Centro. v than rcviOwd all -r-
w Md blll-out procedures . 



I di ccnnoctcd =~1o lCD.dn, ramovoi o n ma5lc IUl15 ll~a t. c 
- d, cinched all cllut.o a p ond tho hol.Dat ::~t.r11p , lovorcd tbo . lmct vie 

to covor t oye w t l! t. ft no:: , cmd v.l1 tod for t.bc canopy t o bl Wbon • • 
it didn' t. l llod to- thnt. I ws going . He r aised his hands in an 
o.!'fin:!at.iv ~r. I rw~ tho port handle 'tO lock ~ouldor straps ruxS t hon 
rniood tho IStarbonrd 't: ~Jdlo to j t.tison the canopv. The canopy \::\ off and cone 
in on in:ltnr.~ . I thon visunll .. noquir d the trig r , took old , s nn cr oet 
po~it.ion, C!lld ()joctod . l J'"C!ClU.l no 'hi b vizld buffet in ttw :interim botwon 
CMOPl ,tot. iaon and ( io .. , ~ovovo:- •tl(j aircrt>.tt vns fairly elov (around 140 
knoto) ar~ !n lo~cl fl 4 ·tt. 

Tho in1t1nl"oj etion eec lcrn~ion woe more ~iclont but ~1 to tt~t ODCfunt 
r d :!n th gr-ound troil" r . -.o~AJVO!", it Yea ov r o quiclclv t no porticulo.r 

_ sensations, oxeoot for t. fl ins•.ant.nnoo\UI jar, wr noticod . Tho dosnrtu.ro fr 
1 l'lircro.ft wns c:ucl l'! ro viol t.t t.~ an ici)l.ltcd , o.lth h l r :x=bor boi 

pl oc! ~ tho onoy nncl cucco cl).1l "'=it . I w:.e st.unnod tor pro bly tho fS.rot 
ooeo:n or oxit b)• n hi&J. 1-.f~ ~l.l::lblo raw ooti t.od at two to thro r .,_ 
olut1 rw ')(]!' s eond . I rancJ!lbt:r bo!.l imp:ros od bv how fu &v.lv Lho ei.rcratt 

ppc!!l..l"Cd & it fl.Ml d by. Af• r n~t a 1 ill dozen revolutions , I boCIOZ:IC con-
corned abo' t tho 1~ twbl rntc c.n:i boc o aW!lrc th:lt. I vtUI in o tuck d p®ition. 
l d cid d ;;o atr .ightcn .~ •o docroll:o the tu::~'olo r to . nd th n Cl1rlO thlh 
l wn till in t t m clut.c .ir .. tho coat. b-:.ndlos in r:ry hn:ni!c . l punho4 t ho 
" ... t eft cur. ,. y, end wnt c.!tor tho D ~. Wlth thO d4 of the l.ort lwl1. 
l visunll.y r.equirod he D r!.nn :-d pull d 1t \Ht.h cy ~llt. I rec.Ul oinc thl 
clruto st..rcn:!. on one r volut.io::, and thon oxper.1oncod ... ohock cu1 t he chu~ 
bloss • The eh • w:s z::uch =oro GOv-eru than the ojoct.ion , in tnc t , 1 l ookoft u, 
ntic1 ting to BC' panole of tho C}lUt.O t.artl . Jlovmer, tho ehutc ::.ro4 'tO 

bo wid od . It is hnrd t.o est to th til:xl involved 1 n thio sequcnca; h r , 
I Vtt1ld oat~ f'ivo to 'ISO'Von conas . 

a open ther e» not.hing to 4o buto, 



l'bo hclleo tor od directly over tba ;four ot us o.nd tho tru , at bout 1 
cot ell ti tud , nn:i ko rig t on gains. After '!' chine tho "''PP41 to crxl or tho 

viii y , they ;!l.Cio o 180° t.'urt-1 arxl bundcd bac tcn::mla us . I \las ~ight 
t.ho .lc.ot ~o :a fln.rc lolhcn t ., w tho rod aurvivcU. cloth ld by-- and 
sottlod dcnm by us . Tho• ~ s em tho .G:lOk.tl ha:a the flare , but had aot soon us 
on tho firot pas • ,. l'l •• did ..,pot t.ho rod elo on tho second pe.:~fl . 

T!'lorc vuro v r '.l onlfunetions Qpparont ill the cmor.r ncy. Firatl the c~py 

-

it>t+h •m:P in • fo:"\oln'rd cockpit fa!lod to funct1on for 1 Soccmd, 
t o :ok 1'

1 
s fo.i "..cd to function. Third , my Automatic chuto oponing 

r1c pos 1blcv f ad o 1\mction. I 1n suro thnt t!-o ring was attached tot 
t belt rmd ttar. I did not r.'ll1U!ll.l.y re:Uoo.sc t.ho soat bolt, since ey ~e wor .. 

lutchin{; t~ eo~t • j ct1an 1\f.ndlos until I pushed tt.c aoat t.ley. We ro below 
!'ul bnrot:\,;tric r:.J.titudc far the .c.utomtt.tie rcloaoc , ~other tho DUt41:nt1o oponint 

'ov1co faH d or ~:h thor I pulled. tho - 1"-n simtl taooously ,1, th t.hc nuto:natic 
rol,. co, I don' t mov. I did not, nt tho ti.oo, think of \l!litil1{:; to sec whother 
~ e1-uto \o"C!Uld open utc:mn.tically. 

A slight brui.so boYo t right olbov, Md c cat in tho fiight suit at that 
po:lnt, nrc bcllovcd to hn·"'occurrod fr~ corttt>et with t.ho cockpit cid upon • 

j cti.O'l'l . n olbc · cp~r.tl:· not h ld close onough to tho body . 

In concl s1 n, I ·rould lilc to c~nd I.'l'JC - tor tho c.ttieic;nt and 
ofOeflionnl. t.lnl'itlar ir. which he h.nmlod tho C::x!rgcncy. he ojocttan, although 

ClOnduc:tcd und.or co."!•rollod eocd1tior.a, W6 crxeeutod wi.th a proei plan an1 
v.lthout he itc..ncy: Efi'oetivo t.-Wne i n cmcr oncy p:roeadures, by VF-121 ae 

JJ as all H vy or .nizntio s , is e.ppnront in tho roaultnnt no-il1jury to both pilots. 

' 

( 

,fj 

' 



l 

ADJAN, GN CXmCmNm; ACClDOO 
22 SEP'l'llmm l 9sS 

TV~ Btmo l36834 s prc-fHghtod on~ Septe:bor 1958 by­
- MJJ/; 1 m5f'. Oil lOVcl :!.r. tho ODCillO indicat;cad llt Q\UU'ta . lnteJcee, 
tnll 1po and plol'IU!:! cM::!borc \lOre thoroughly cqockod na well a.a t.m dn1ly IUld 
pr - night inspocti n choot . Thor was no obnQl"'::al Bound or vibrnticm on 

t.e.rting \If n 1 check -11 •}113 blcr.t-in doora . 

~(lC) 

.. 



STJ.'m :T S /. R HELICOi"l' PILOT 
DitOL 0 TV...2 iNO 1)6834 <X:CURRIN 

I canned th Still hclo el'tcr reocivinB word !rota e toccr th t Mi 
htd cal.lcd. thnt Chc:M')' Co''o 18S had n81ted out 40 lld.lea 
h c for £l Centro • 

• 
I headed" st d ~ttcd llhat appcr.rcd to· s k"c m a mountain te~p 
O!lt. I new IS ridght w nrd :o': usd h&d J.nti roon monitor chccl! 
• ll'hcy report d :!~"c lS niles nortllC t ot ttl • Continuina an 

.iehdih8 I nrriv~ :1t. sc:c. and it \l:ut th 'burnine n• ot o plane 
""COlor lOn or or4Ilgo Uld ite. 

' I o1relcd craoh tvicc d t.hen ottbd cr go smoke to tho eouth 
1 Wormed I aon· and 1nvcstig ted t; ot-nn e 

It was th wo (2) pUots tr tho cr::uihcd TV-2 an botll vere c.'u:ckod 
FU~t S\U't! nrd 1'ot1nd to 'b6 O.K. 1 oft- loaded spare coar 1'ro::l helo 
lo t all the pilot' 11ith SOllie ru:n fro th Crawford Ranch clo 4t 

by. 

I lo dcd both l\O".:ncd pllota aboard end Tcturned to • I passed lill. 
.lnfo I hnd' to Lndcreon 'G6nitor to bo rcl8yed to E1 Centro end Mirar.W'• 

... 
/a/ 
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IIANCW/Q.c~n" 
AltC'TJC 

'tlle»otc 

A 10 ,.... 



me bw 
70.31 

NAS lll SO PRIOR!TY om !10. 94 

, 

- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- -- --- - - ----- -----• 

3. . VF- 12l DEl' "A" Worlt st !•o. 26-58 of 23 Sop bor 1958 
qu eted 1l:ncd.:ln Dm st. on 1\lel control reooved froc 

er 1hod TV-< n!rcrnft, BuNo. 1368~4 nnd \7-121 DET "A" AMPFUR 
a riLU No. 477 or 23 Sop llor ·J.958 indicc.toe oncino failure 
duo to ongiuc R. P.l • nnd tnU pipo pors.turo out ot )..1m1to . 

2 . Th follolling 1 tho result of the t\lcl con rol invosti -
t.ion: 

3. lt i.e conclud that 
" not eontr1bu to th 

•• .::tl ~ -.....-



9TATmE!1l POlrlER PLANTS CHIEF PE'ITY ar-rem·, - ADC, CO~ 
ACCIDErrr TO TV , Etn 136834 ocetmniNG 22 SEP ~ 

On 2 Jul,y 1958, Povc.r Plnnte D1via1on rc~ivod TV-2 BUNO 136834 tor a 
jar o optct..eo cbQck. Tho toruu cor:dit1M of tho cngino vn• ood.. Routin 

cnintonnnoo ~ D port Cll'r:loCI . Turbino d ehoolt wa oo:Qlletod, and nll .x:itstins 
diroct.ives wrc c pllod with. No din~""')XU\cics rc noto4 at t:.hia u.. 

USN 



StAT ®:T OF 'l'HE ~~ , 'l AIRCit:.FT I:ATil"''ElWICE ""IC , LCDR 
Co;,; Ira:i AC lDBt:I' D LVII v T w -2 :S .l) '1.36834 CCC OR! INC 22 

TV-2 BUNO 136834 wn:s ccoptod by tM • vy on 6 April 19SI. . It cocp!etea 
ovarmul 7 Fcbr.llll'y 19157 t. z~ S , r tb Isltmd llftm,- ny1ng 1144.9 hours. Tho 
soeorid aon"'ico tour bo-.en 29 l "'eh 1957 and s accoptod by VF-121 Dftne nt 
W'A t: ~W.S, Cb:l e 1 ld o:1 30 Juno l95S. On l4 July tho aircrnf~ ca:ploted 
0 rJljo:" ina poetic. 1 fl01 CD9 teet fli~t ruX! Q ferry Oigbt to laP' 

1 
Litehfiold. 

P8rk, Arizona for oci!'i~t:iOD. TbD Aireroft. wns ill a non-a&lll8 modification 
otatu.s f'ra:J 18 July un .U 2? :uguat l9SS, a poriod of 42 days, vhllc Ul'JI!ergoir<{. 
vnrioun TV flircrs..~ Service OhnngoD, .1J1cluding 134, am a modtfieation to 
1nc~pornto a TACAll ccpcbllity. Thn wight 8n:i bal.rulco ch:lructeristie or thO 
nircr.a.ft did not ch:lnga appreciably with t.haso chnnt;os and th aircratt r 1nod. 
well v1th1n tho CG liJnits . ThiG 4ircraft flrJv twolvo (12) fliGhts after 
ccooptcnco by this oqucd.ror. f0111• (4) of wt.icb by tho a=o pllot at the tioe of 
tho Cl'n:lh. Pilote f:l:Jr1ro8 lour (4) of tho la. t ei(th-; (8) f. U hta bad "D<NnOd" 
tm aircro1't on ;return wt only ono (l) fllcht (tbl e oond tram laot fl:1gbt) 
fw IUl ngino I'l.l:lblo ar vibrc.tion. A INbsequont ground inspoct.ion ot tOO 
.turtiino v:mo asscebl) ~ turbioo bl.r.':ics 1.~ cooplotod vith no dbcropancieo. 

full...opovcr ound runup L:ae conductcc! vit.b no diocropa.neios notod. 1'bo ~ .,.,. 
·1ov one core !:light without ine!d.:m or d1eeropnncy. 

\SC 1.34 B Jnst.a:Ucd by tho : IF' L1 chtt"ld rut tho plotc i:mrtAl.l.ctia:J 
o illspcctod 8%X! t.c.ctod by • c ~adron in cccm!nneo lh tho ct1on And 

!l.aintcnnneo Manuol :for :rv 'nricrntt. l.n 1 te chock ot t ivo (5) ot.hor 
ASS4Jilod !'VI c \.':W 0 1lGn it Wll.S lmcnm tho ennopy failod to jottiecn :t'ra:l 
t tt-ont. sont. m o trs wor pro rly r od , the pl: b~ B)'ll :~ irltact, 
travoa ot tho ce'bl to th :l:liti tor cr<Ultcr tJun '3/4 inch Md tbo initiator 
cartr1d(;o'G ~ um E;Od . 'U tho oat cnn bJ rocovorod , a .furtMr :tnve.at1 ... 
gntion wUl. conductoc'l . 7'ho Bcllvngod ina of tbo 1\l.ol control 1WOt"' ro~ 
to 0 R, hart.b lcln."ld for D:m. 1' olti o roid ccmtrQl c.nd tho flyWight 
iOVQmor ro not eov fl'CC t. .. o ~ Frcm n di sian or tho 
~ 'ldth tho Alll"on Fio.ld Sarvio Ropro .. ont.atlvo, tho moat l1l:ol;r a: 
o Clal.tunction a broken or lo030nod .tll'\IOight 1n tho govo:r-nar . '!'hie 

ot v rifiod thi.e cttcm of tho cont.l-Ql not :rccovo.rcd • 

.. 
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FL".:~ " • ~.:.{ C .. !'r-.GL 
!lAS S DmJo, CALlF. 

CRASH Cll FlRE IU'!Pmr 
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DATE 22 S!:PT l<Ja 
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FIGHTER SQU\OROO a£ T\'IENTY at r 
U.S. NAVAL AIR STATIOO 
Mm.AMAR 45, CALIFCRNIA VF12l,A1Nh.rh 

3040 
Sera 2 
5 January 1959 

101 Chief of NJVal Operations (Op-~7} )b ~3 y 

SPEED LETTER 

Subj • VF-121 AAR Se.r 6 ·ha 

fbUi (a) CCNNAVI)IRP.AC End aer 80/12725 of 13 Nov 1 ~8 

1. No 1 parat legal investigation was conducted 1~ ·on~ t lon wi~h 
Vf .. l21 AAR Scr 6-~. 

Copy tOl 

CCJ.\CAR moou LVE 
CO; VAIRPAC 
CHIEF, BUAER 
CU'JSN.\VSAFCEN ( 3 e~l t} 
CitT.JlACFLT 
EAR BmBAllK 
BAR ca. !Bt.S 

PU EL O:NmO, CALIF. 
eucro (Ma'"'5) 

VY FLT SAF l.irALS~ fleER, Director to of FltS t 
ti s oh, l~t<'fl AFB 

I • I ORIGINAL 



e .,. ~~1' 0 ~ 
'\ Lo 

FIGfi'ER SOIW>RQ4 0£ TlENTY Q£ • \) ,fIt 
u.s. VM.. AIR STATI<ll I'). I 
~IR. ~, CAUFCRNIA VF12l~arh v 

A2~ 

Ser 1200 

[ ORIGINAL J 2• o.e.-. 1~ 

from• 
To a 

Subja 

Ref a 

Encla 

• 
Commanding Officer 
Chief of ,Naval ~rations ..... 

VF• l2l AAR 6-~1 addend'-'!1 to 

(a) CNC/.RAIR~U TWELVE ltr 11/~00 of 27 Oct 1~ 

(1) 00, VF-121 ltr ser 1111 of 3 Dec 1~8. 

1. In accordance with referonce (a) , • further invaatlgation was hold 
and tho following info~t1on is forwarded at enclosure (1) . ' 

Copy to& 
OO~WIRGRU Th'EL\.1: 
CCMMVAIRPAC 
CHIEF , BUAER 
C(lJSN..VSI'.FCEN I 

CIOCPACfl.T 
BARS\.RBANK 
BARCCL 

PU EL 02N1RO, CALIF. 
BUCRO ( .-,) 

VY fLT SAF LIAlS tFFICER, Directorato of fltSaf 
R • arch, Norton "FB 

... __ _ 
-·---~ 
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